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THE FRUIT OF  
THE SPIRIT 
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Jesus said, ñBy their fruit you will know themò 

(Matt. 7:20).  That means that a Christian will be 

recognizable by the qualities of godliness observed 

by those around him.  If someone has been born 

again by the power of the Holy Spirit, God has not 

only forgiven sin, but created a new heart.  Such a 

person will be significantly different from others.  

And the Spirit makes that heart show more and 

more of the character of Christ, who perfectly 

modeled the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peaceð

and now, patience. 

 

Often we can understand something more clearly 

by looking at its opposite.  When you think of 

impatience, what comes to mind?  A driver in rush 

hour traffic, exasperated by long delays at a traffic 

light, honking at the person in front of him when 

the light turns green.   A father in the bleachers at 

a little league ball game, hollering at his son who 

is swinging wildly at every pitch.  A teacher rolling her eyes 

in disgust when a student misses a question that had been 

covered in class every day that week. 

 

When we think of patience, we can imagine someone willing 

to wait the time necessary for something to happen.  Maybe 

itôs a young couple patient enough to wait until they can 

afford to buy nicer furniture for their apartment.  Or a patient 

in a hospital continuing to be gracious to caregivers who 

have to keep on giving unpleasant treatments to bring 

healing.  Or a salesperson who maintains a calm demeanor 

even in the face of the rude and offensive comments of a 

complaining customer. 

 

Patience is that quality that enables us to be willing to endure 

hardship and abuse, ridicule and interruption, rejection and 

failure, even unanswered prayer, while waiting for God to 

reveal His will to us and advance His work in us.  Patience 

will be what keeps us going in a hard task (performing a job, 

working at parenthood, developing a skill) when our natural 

tendency is to give up, quit, or go somewhere else.  Patience 

says, ñI will continue to be faithful to God and demonstrate 

love, joy, and peace, even when it seems to be getting me 

nowhere.  I will wait as long as it takes for God to bring me 

what I need and to change things around me that make life 

hard.ò  
(continued, Page 2) 

Scotia Firefighter of the Year 
Congratulations, Jamie Bailey! 

James was named "Firefighter of the Year" by the Scotia Fire Department on April 29, 2011.  

The inscription on the award states that it was given "For his tireless devotion and dedicated 

service both on and off duty on behalf of the Scotia Fire Department and the citizens we serve." 

James has been a volunteer firefighter since graduating from the Firefighter 1 class in 

November, 2009.  He became interested in firefighting after seeing the heroism of firefighters 

during the 2001 terrorist attacks and after serving with a church mission team from First Pres to 

help citizens rebuild their homes after Hurricane Katrina in 2005.   

James works for Norampac in Scotia, and is a 2004 graduate of Schenectady Christian School.  

He is the son of Jim and Liz Bailey, and the grandson of Ward and Ruth Bailey, all members of 

our church. 
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Session Report - Submitted by Philip Schiesswohl 

 

 

 

 
 
In other business Session: 

1. New membership: Noch Chin, Elisha Kalvass, Samuel Kalvass, Jr. and Peter McKee.  Received May 3, Richard Rose, Shirley Fellows, 
Ward Fellows, Daniel Frueh and Thomas Salamone 

2. Transferred Al Blake to the church triumphant. 
3. Changed the title of those in charge of a Caring Unit from Caring Elder or Caring Deacon to Caring Officer. 
4. Approved that the time and/or age when a child is listed on a Caring Unit independent from their parents is when they become a 

communicant member of the church or when they graduate from high school. 
5. Approved dividing the undesignated tornado relief funds equally between Samaritanôs Purse and Mission to the World. 
6. Approved the at-large members of the session committees.  The session committees and their members are:  

Caring Committee:  Elders Bullock (chairman), Austin and Williams with at-large members Cathy Kahler and Walt Sankowski. 
Christian Education Committee:  Elders Vincent (chairman), MaGill and Roy with at-large members Jim Mancuso and Bonnie MaGill.  

Lindy Gower (Director of Childrenôs Ministry) and David Bowles (Director of Youth Ministries) are ex-officio members. 
Evangelism Committee:  Elders Creasey (chairman) and McKeon with at-large members Dick Himmelwright, Steve Barnett, Ross Meo 

and John Parnaby. 
Missions Committee:  Elders Schiesswohl (chairman), Walkup and Williams with at-large members Kirsty Fittro, Eric Fiveland, Sandra 

Geisinger, Julia Holcomb and James Stewart. 
Worship Committee:  Elders Leib (chairman) and Privitera with at-large members deacons Jason Austin and Marty Benoit.  Sherry 

Walkup and Elinore Farnum are ex officio members. 
7. Authorized a three member commission composed of elders Austin, MaGill and Schiesswohl to review the documents relating to a State 

grant for stained glass window restoration and bring a recommendation to session. 

Missions (17 weeks through April) 
regular giving $110,610.81 (91.8% of budget) 
budgeted needs $120,536.53 

Church Support (17 weeks through April) 
regular giving $149,432.90 (96.3% of budget) 
budgeted needs $155,118.46 

Patience in a Christian will show itself in several 

dimensions.  There will be patience toward God.  That 

will keep us going even when it seems to be an uphill 

struggle, when it seems that He isnôt listening, that Heôs 

standing far off.  That kind of patience toward God will 

produce contentment in our present circumstances 

because we know He has a perfect plan that He is 

unfolding, a plan with a timetable much broader than 

what we might have preferred. 

 

There will also be patience toward ourselves.  That will 

keep us going when Satan tempts us to give up in 

despair when we find ourselves stumbling into the same 

sins that have been our downfall before.  It will keep us 

going in our study of the Scriptures when weôre tempted 

to think that weôll never learn as much as we should 

about this book.  It will keep us striving to cultivate 

holiness in our lives when it seems like progress is so 

slow. 

 

And there will also be patience toward others.  That will 

enable us to love people even when they disappoint us, 

which they will inevitably do.  Knowing that God is 

infinitely patient with us will enable us to show that 

same patience to others who arenôt what we want them 

to be.  Patience is what empowers us to love people 

who are hard to love, people who rub us the wrong 

way, people with whom we disagree, and people who 

treat us unkindly. 

 

Like the other dimensions of the fruit of the Spirit, 

patience is a quality that non-Christians will desire and 

cultivate.  So whatôs the difference between that 

patience and the patience that is the fruit of the Spirit?  

Itôs the difference between the painting of an apple and 

the taste of a real apple, between the description of a 

mountaintop and the experience of standing on a 

mountaintop.  Itôs the difference between what I can 

doðoccasionally be patient for a little while so that 

people are impressed with meðand what only God 

can doðenable me to grow increasingly patient all 

through my life so that people will be impressed by 

Him! 

Patience (continued from Page 1) 

Blessings! 
Pastor Roff 
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                 Sam and Elisha Kalvass 

 (Wilson and Trey) 
 
        Tom Salamone               Peter McKee 

Welcome New Members 
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Do you have any Christian books 

that you donôt need anymore?  

Someone else does!  If youôd like 

to donate them to a good cause, 

here is how.  Jim Mancuso has 

recently been hired part-time to 

build a new library of Christian 

books in Bennington, Vermont, as part of the founding of a new Christian 

college there.  This is an exciting, very rewarding work that the Lord 

definitely has His hand on.   

 

For the library Jim needs good quality books on these topics:  Bible, biblical 

studies, especially Bible commentaries; Christian living (stewardship, 

devotions, prayer, tithing, marriage and family, child-rearing, etc.); church 

history; theology; books for youth, for men, for women; a Christian view of 

science, medicine, politics, etc.; 

Christian books about other religions 

and cults; and biographies of famous 

Christians.  If you can donate some 

books, please contact Jim at 

jimancuso@earthlink.net or 339-9156 

or 374-7273.  He will come and pick 

them up at your house or at church, 

whichever works better for you.  

Many thanks. 

 

Christian Education Committee 
Submitted by Dave Vincent, Chairman 

 

This summerôs VBS program and a married couplesô retreat for 2012 are just two of the topics recently 

discussed by the Christian Education Committee. The CE committee has a broad responsibility covering nearly every 

educational outreach of the church, from elementary school programming through adult classes. The committee also 

reviews and approves items for Kidôs Zone, youth groups and Womenôs Ministries. Even the childrenôs and adult 

libraries come under the purview of the committee. 

 This year the committee is comprised of three eldersðAl MaGill, Rob Roy, and Dave Vincent (chairman)ð

with Bonnie MaGill and Jim Mancuso at-large members and Lindy Gower, David Bowles and Rev. Larry Roff ex 

officio members. 

 In the days ahead the committee is planning an exciting program for the summer session of adult Sunday school. 

As of this writing plans are underway for two five-week sections, one on Creationism and Intelligent Design, and one on 

Islam. Please include the work of the CE committee in your regular prayers. 

 

Cookôs Corner 
Kathleen Mancuso 

Itôs hard to cook burgers to the safe 

internal temperature of 160° without 

having the meat become tough and 

dry. Hereôs an easy trick to keep 

your burgers very moist and tender.  

 

Use one pound of ground chuck, no 

leaner than 85%.  Place one slice of 

white bread, crusts trimmed, in a 

large bowl. Add two tablespoons 

milk, some salt and pepper, and one 

tablespoon of steak sauce. The bread 

will become very soft. Mix well 

until you have a soupy paste. This 

basic mix of bread and milk is called 

a panade.  It holds moisture in 

ground meats while theyôre cooking. 

Mix in the ground beef thoroughly 

but lightly. Form four patties, and 

put a thumbprint in the center of 

each to help them cook more 

quickly. Grill until they reach an 

internal temperature of 160°.   

 

 

 

Best Burgers 

Christian Books Needed 
Submitted by James Mancuso 
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This summer First Pres will send a mission team to Ecuador to assist Bruce and Cherith Rydbeck, our missionaries with HCJB.  The 

team. led by Sandra Geisinger, also includes David Geisinger, Andrew Fincke, Dan Nauman and Philip Schiesswohl. 

 

The team will assist with construction of a community water system in 

Santa Rosa Guanan.  Santa Rosa is a small community, high in the 

Andes mountains of Ecuador (~11,000 ft.).  The families who live there 

are native Americans of the Quichua group, and they are very poor, 

living primarily on subsistence farming.  At present, they do not have 

water at their homes, so the team is going to help provide a distribution 

system that will bring safe drinking water to a spigot at each home.  

The people of the community will be very involved in the project 

digging, supplying some of the materials, and maintaining the system, 

when it's complete. 

 

We will also have kids clubs with the children of the community teaching 

them about Jesus, the Living Water, as well as about personal hygiene. 

 

You can help with this ministry by donating the following items: 

 

Á Toothbrushes: child and adult sizes 

Á Toothpaste:  3-oz. tubes 

Á Soap:  hotel-size bars 

Á Frisbees 

Á Crayons: boxes of 8 crayons 

 

Weôve asked for certain sizes of the items we need because we do not want 

to create jealousy and issues of competition among the children.  Also, the 

small sizes will be much easier for us to transport within our baggage 

limitations and easier for the children to use.  

 

NO CANDY PLEASE!  The mission has asked us not to give candy to the children.  Thanks for understanding, and thank you for 

always being so generous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions Committee Update 
Submitted by Philip Schiesswohl, Missions Committee 

Men's Breafast 
Saturday June 18 

8:00 to 9:30 am 
 

Special guest Dave Cossey 
 

Come hear the stirring testimony of Dave 

Cossey, former IT director at Union 

College.  He will relate his incredible 

healing experience during the past year. 
 

A stroke after brain surgery resulted in life 

support being withdrawn. The doctors were 

amazed at his survivalðand almost 

complete recovery! 

New York Presbytery Report 
from May 21 meeting in Ballston Spa 

Á Praying for missionary Rev. Dan Emerson (from Hope PCA, 

Ballston Spa) home from Tajikistan after the tragic death of their 

youngest child  

Á Providing a pastoral commission to help Hope Church as Pastor Kip 

Slawter returns from a year in rehab after accident that left him a 

quadriplegic 

Á Preparing to receive a church from Canton, NY coming into the 

PCA with their pastor 

Á Continuing to seek a church planter to start a PCA church in 

Syracuse 

Á Pastoral Commission assisting Armor Church (Buffalo) to work 

through difficulties and restore harmony 

Á Ruling Elder Keith Austin added to Presbytery's mission committee 

Ʒ  Pray for the PCA Gen. Assem. meeting in VA Beach June 6 ï 10  ƹ 
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(see article Page 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Family Snapshots  

Did you know that Wally and Ruth 
were married on his birthday?! 

60
th 

ANNIVERSARY  

Happy Birthday , 

Wally  
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Kidsõ 

Zone 

Big Smiles 
from Fun Fair 
 

 

Vacation Bible School  

òRoad Raceó 
July 18 -22 

9am - noon 

Teen Time  
Submitted by Courtney Kahler 

Prayer Requests 

Adrienne Barnett 

Please pray for guidance as my plans for next year are still up 

in the air and not final, and wisdom to look into the right 

options.  

Luke Benoit 

I would appreciate prayer for God to put people in my life 

while I am at college to help me grow closer to Him. 

Victoria Bowles 

Please pray for peace about future plans and for trust in God's 

plan. 

Cameron Cummings 

Please pray that God would use this next chapter in my life as 

a time of further spiritual growth and that I would be 

encouraged to step out in faith and share the message of His 

love with the new individuals I meet 

Jessica Fittro  

I would like to have prayer for safety and growth while I 

am in England for my gap year and as I am deciding 

where to go when the year is over. I have some big 

decisions ahead and I am always so thankful for prayer! 

Rebekah Pennings 

I would like prayer for college life in general as I go off to 

Oneonta next year. 

Eva Privitera 

Prayer for God's guidance in what I'm to do next, that He 

would continue to provide patience for me during this 

time of uncertainty, and for His wisdom in every situation 

that I may act Christ-like and with His love in everything. 

Thank you so much for your prayers; they are greatly 

appreciated! God bless! 

 

Pray for our high school seniors as they 
transition to the next phase of their lives.  
Here are a few specific requests: 

So who cares if it rains?  It was the reason that Turnbull House 

turned into a true fun house the evening of the Fun Fair.  One child 

called it ñThe best day of my life!ò Kids played carnival games 

like the sticky baseball game, the duck pond, go fish, disk drop and 

more.  Face painting changed personalities and balloon art was a 

big hit as Daffey Duck, vases of tulips, fish on fishing poles, parrots on perches, dogs, monkeys 

and more were created!  And there were prizes, too!  

 

You could tell that everyone was having a great time by all the smiles on the faces of twenty-

five kids, several visitors, lots of wonderful volunteers, and parents who stayed, enjoying 

chatting with each other during the evening.  

 

  

We Need YOU!  
Á Craft Leader and helpers 
Á Snack Leader and helpers 
Á Games Leader and helpers 
Á Group Leaders and Group helpers 
Á Drama volunteers 
Á Sound and AV 

Call Lindy 

374-4546 


